National Science Drama Festival 2022-23 (NSDF 22-23)

Venue
Visvesvaraya Industrial and Technological Museum, 5216, Kasturba Rd,
Near Chinna Swamy Stadium, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560001
Phone : (080) 220 40 224/ 228/ 229

Contact email
sisdf2022vitm@gmail.com/manashatwork@gmail.com/director@vitm.gov.in
Date : 5™ and 6™ January 2023

Rules and Regulations

The objective of this program is to inspire the students, teachers and other science communicators to
explore and experiment to try Proscenium theater as a mode of science communication. Theatre or
Drama is an age-old cultural form of our society used for entertainment, recreation and a medium for
creating social awareness towards development of informed citizenry.

To involve the youngsters into an active participation to this endeavor, Science Drama Festival is
organized by the Council every year. This is an opportunity to bring the students of different states,
languages and cultures to explore theatre as a medium to express and communicate. But drama can
also be seen as one of the most inspiring and most powerful methods that can improve students’
understanding of scientific concepts as well as sharpen their aesthetic experience in science. Hence,
we invite the institutions to guide and encourage their students to participate in this refreshing
experiment of comprehending and communicating science ideas through this creative art-form.

Who can participate:

The competition is open for school students from 6% to 10" Standard. Two winning teams from each
Zone can participate in the NSDF 22-23, which will be held at Visvesvaraya Industrial and
Technological Museum, Bengaluru during 5" and 6" January 2023. All teams are to perform on
5"January and on 6" January all team members will participate in a theater workshop conducted by
eminent theater personalities. Teams may leave either on 6" night or on the 7" morning.

Theme and sub-themes of NSDF 22-23

Main Theme: Science & Technology for the benefit of mankind

Sub-themes:
a) Story of Vaccines
b) Pandemic: Social & Scientific issues
c) Technology Innovation for Improving Quality of Life.
d) Basic Sciences & Sustainable Development.
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Please note that the play can be based on any one of the above sub-themes and it needs to convey
some definite scientific message.

Operational Attributes of the Drama Presentation

e Duration of the drama should not be more than 30 minutes.

e Fach team will comprise maximum of 10 members; one Director, one Script-writer and maximum of
8 stage artists of any gender.

e Strict care should be taken to restrict the duration and the number of characters on stage.

e The theater crew should set up their own stage props/ crafts/ lights etc. and the set up must be
completed in 5- 10 minutes.

e Thedrama can be enacted in any of the scheduled Indian languages or in English.

e The drama can have costumes, dance, music, mime and models to create liveliness of the story.
However, all such arrangements are to be made by the presenting team itself.

e \Written posters / banners / Audio-Visual Aids etc. arranged by the team can be used to reinforce the
presentation.

Nature of the script and presentation

e The drama should preferably be script based with some sort of science message in line with the
prescribed theme and sub-theme ingrained in the script.

e Two things of science drama are worth of focus - one is 'story' it has, the other is 'liveness' of its
performance. While the ‘story’ consists of events, characters and settings arranged in sequence,
‘liveness’ usually enables peoples' emotional participation. The story due to its life-likeness enables
learning with the impact that may be considered empathetic learning. Breaking away from the
dispassionate ‘academic exercise’, the story-based drama in science education is likely to
contribute to understanding of nature of science, taking up discussion of ethical problems potent
empathetic quality.

e The drama creative is performed to convey emotional, as well as aesthetic experience for the
performers and the audience.

e |tisdesirable that the drama employs dialogues in easily understandable language.

e [essverbose and more visually active presentations are appreciated.
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e |t is expected that through presenting and enjoying the drama performance both the performers
and the viewers feel emotionally and aesthetically enriched with the feeling of learning something
subtle.

e Thedramais expected to keep away from melodramatic acts or sloganeering.

Important Information for the participants

The participating school has to submit an authentic Hindi and English translation of the script
to the organizer well before staging the drama.

Passport size photographs of all the participants and the photographs of the performance pertaining
to the two best drama from the zonal level are to be sent along with the participants’ details towards
registration for the NSDF 22-23.

Judgment criteria

Fach team will be judged for 100 marks by the judges nominated by the organizing
institution/department as per the following distribution pattern:

a) Presentation of the drama 50
b) Scientific contentin the drama 30
c) Effectiveness of the drama 20

Discretion of the judges will be final and binding on all participating teams and no other canvassing
would be entertained. Any other intervention of any other authority would be summarily rejected. In
case of any acute dispute, only Director VITM would be the arbitration authority.

Prizes

e Fach participating Team will get a participation Prize.
e Individual Prizes: for Best Director, Best Script Writer, Best Actor & Best Actress (4 Nos total)
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